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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rosser in view of Katayama. 

Referring to claims 1 and 4, Rosser discloses a method of broadcasting activity 
occurring in a baseball game (figure 1), wherein the activity includes one or more base 
runners occupying bases in a field where the baseball game is being played (figure 2, 
part 44), comprising the steps of: (i) providing a video image of activity occurring in the 
baseball game (column 1, lines 12-13, 17); (ii) creating a graphic overlay for the video 
image (column 4, lines 8-13), and (iii) combining the graphic overlay and the video 
image to create a combined image comprising the graphic overlay and the video image 
(column 4, lines 42-43). 

Rosser does not disclose a method where the graphic overlay providing indicia 
representing identity information of the one or more base runners occupying bases is 
created; and where the indicia representing identity information of the one or more base 
runners occupying bases is provided in the form of uniform numbers of the base 
runners. 
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Katayama discloses a method where the graphic overlay providing indicia 
representing identity information of the one or more base runners occupying bases is 
created; and where the indicia representing identity information of the one or more base 
runners occupying bases is provided in the form of uniform numbers of the base 
runners, (page 2, paragraph 51, lines 7-9; figure 7, parts 4, 5 and 11). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the base graphic disclosed in Rosser to include the uniform 
numbers as taught by Katayama. The motivation for doing this would have been 
because it would be preferable that the numerals shown in the boxes denoting players 
to actually conform with the uniform numbers of the actual players (page 2, paragraph 
51, lines 3-5). 

Referring to claim 2, Rosser discloses.a method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
combining the graphic overlay and the video image comprises the step of overlying the 
graphic overlay over only a minor portion of the video image (figure 2, part 44; Note: the 
base graphic alone takes up a minor portion of the screen). 

Referring to claim 3, Rosser discloses a method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
providing a video image comprises providing a real-time image of activity occurring in 
the baseball game (column 1, lines 12-13). 
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Referring to claims 5 and 6, Rosser discloses a method of claim 1, wherein: (i) 
the step of providing a video image of activity occurring in the baseball game comprises 
generating a video image signal using a (ii) video image source (figure 1, part 12); the 
step of creating a graphic overlay for the video image comprises the step of generating 
a video graphic signal using a graphic overlay generator (column 4, lines 8-13); and (iii) 
the step of combining the graphic overlay and the video image to create a combined 
image comprising the graphic overlay and the video image comprises the step of mixing 
the video image signal and the video graphic signal using a mixer (column 4, lines 42- 
43; figure 1 , part 26); and where the combined image is provided in the form of a mixed 
video signal output by the mixer, the mixed video signal capable of being broadcast to a 
viewing screen (figure 1, part 29). 

Referring to claims 7 and 10, Rosser discloses a system for of broadcasting 
activity occurring in a baseball game (figure 1), wherein the activity includes one or 
more base runners occupying bases in a field where the baseball game is being played 
(figure 2, part 44), comprising: (i) a video image source for providing a video image 
signal representing activity occurring in the baseball game (column 1, lines 12-13, 17); 
(ii) a graphic overlay generator for creating a graphic overlay for the video image in the 
form of a video graphic signal (column 4, lines 8-13), and (iii) a video mixer for 
combining the graphic overlay and the video image to create a combined image 
comprising the graphic overlay and the video image (column 4, lines 42-43). 
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Rosser does not disclose a system where the graphic overlay providing indicia 
representing identity information of the one or more base runners occupying bases is 
created; and where the indicia representing identity information of the one or more base 
runners occupying bases is provided in the form of uniform numbers of the base 
runners. 

Katayama discloses a system where the graphic overlay providing indicia 
representing identity information of the one or more base runners occupying bases is 
created; and where the indicia representing identity information of the one or more base 
runners occupying bases is provided in the form of uniform numbers of the base 
runners (page 2, paragraph 51, lines 7-9; figure 7, parts 4, 5, and 11). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the base graphic disclosed in Rosser to include the uniform 
numbers as taught by Katayama. The motivation for doing this would have been 
because it would be preferable that the numerals shown in the boxes denoting players 
to actually conform with the uniform numbers of the actual players (page 2, paragraph 
51, lines 3-5). 

Referring to claim 8, Rosser discloses a system of claim 7, wherein the graphic 
overlay covers only a minor portion of the video image (figure 2, part 44; Note: the base 
graphic alone takes up a minor portion of the screen). 
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Referring to claim 9, Rosser discloses a system of claim 7, wherein the video 
image signal is a real-time image signal of activity occurring in the baseball game 
(column 1, lines 12-13). 

Referring to claim 11, Rosser discloses a system of claim 7, wherein the 
combined image is provided in the form of a mixed video signal output by the video 
mixer (column 4, lines 42-43; figure 1 , part 26), the mixed video signal capable of being 
broadcast to a viewing screen (figure 1, part 29). 

Referring to claims 12 and 13, Rosser discloses an Improved graphic overlay for 
a video image of activity occurring in a baseball game (figure 2, part 44). 

Rosser does not disclose an improved graphic overlay where the activity includes 
one or more base runners occupying bases in a field where the baseball game is being 
played, the improved graphic overlay providing indicia representing identity information 
of the one or more base runners occupying bases; and where the indicia representing 
identity information of the one or more base runners occupying bases is provided in the 
form of uniform numbers of the base runners. 

Katayama discloses an improved graphic overlay where the activity includes one 
or more base runners occupying bases in a field where the baseball game is being 
played, the improved graphic overlay providing indicia representing identity information 
of the one or more base runners occupying bases; and where the indicia representing 
identity information of the one or more base runners occupying bases is provided in the 
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form of uniform numbers of the base runners (page 2, paragraph 51, lines 7-9; figure 7, 
parts 4, 5, and 11). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the base graphic disclosed in Rosser to include the uniform 
numbers as taught by Katayama. The motivation for doing this would have been 
because it would be preferable that the numerals shown in the boxes denoting players 
to actually conform with the uniform numbers of the actual players (page 2, paragraph 
51, lines 3-5). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Justin E. Shepard whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571)272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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